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THE FRENCH FUR TRADE

MI GLCES — GRADE THREE SOCIAL STUDIES
H3 - History of Michigan Through Statehood

LESSON PLAN

INTRODUCTION

This lesson helps third grade students understand
the life and culture of the early French settlers that
lived in Michigan in the first half of the 18th century.
This lesson includes a comprehensive background
essay on the French and New France, as well

as a list of additional resources, and copies of
worksheets and primary sources.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

How did the fur trade work, and why was it
important to the economy in Detroit and the region?

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Students will:

e Learn the important role Detroit played in the fur
trade.

e Gather and analyze information through small
group discussion.

e |llustrate jobs at each step of the fur trade route
through group skits.

e Demonstrate and apply the principle of supply
and demand.

3-H3.0.1 - Identify questions historians ask in
examining Michigan.

3-H3.0.6 — Use a variety of primary and
secondary sources to construct a historical
narrative about daily life in the early settlements
of Michigan (pre-statehood).

3-H3.0.7 — Use case studies or stories to
describe how the ideas or actions of individuals
affected the history of Michigan.

E1 - Market Economy

3. E1.0.1 — Explain how scarcity, opportunity
costs, and choices affect what is produced and
consumed in Michigan.

3.E1.0.3 - Analyze how Michigan’s
natural resources influenced its economic
development.

COMMON CORE ANCHOR STANDARDS - ELA
Speaking and Listening

1 - Prepare for and participate effectively in a
range of conversations and collaborations with
diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

2 - Integrate and evaluate information presented
in diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally.

Writing

3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
well-choosen details, and well-structured event
sequences.



BACKGROUND ESSAY

After Columbus discovered the “New World,”
people from many nations sailed across the Atlantic
Ocean. In general, these travelers were looking for
one (or more) of three things:

Rich goods and wealth: Stories from the first
sailing expeditions told about great wealth in the
New World — gold, silver, furs, spices, wild animals
and unique plants. Adventurers also sailed to the
New World to find an easier sailing route to Asia,
which would open up new trade routes.

New territory: Many European Kings wanted new
land, or colonies, to make their kingdoms larger.
They offered generous rewards
to men who
would sail the o
seas, build forts,
and claim new
land for the king.

A new life:
Some travelers
had fallen on hard
times where they
lived, and were
looking for a new
home with lots of
land, few laws and
restrictions, and
great opportunities.

Starting in the
early 1600s, many European
nations sent ships, explorers and settlers across the
Atlantic on huge sailing vessels. Many settled on the
Atlantic coast of North America. For example, the
French settled along the east coast of Canada, the
British settled in Massachusetts and Virginia, the
Dutch settled in New York and the Spanish settled
in Florida. Some groups, especially the French, sent
smaller boats inland to explore the Great Lakes
region.

Under the powerful King Louis XIV, France
became a center of European fashion. Fur coats
and hats were a sign that a person was rich and
important. There were not enough fur-bearing
animals in Europe to supply all who wanted them,
and as a result, furs were very expensive. French
voyagers traveled to the New World to find a bigger
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source of fur and to make their fortune selling them
in France. The trading and transportation of furs,
especially beaver, became the most important
economic force in Michigan between 1700 and 1815.

The fur business became a trading business
because the Native American cultures did not want
European money; they preferred to trade for goods.
The fur trading process followed the seasons,
moving goods when the rivers weren’t frozen. Native
Americans and French trappers spent the fall and
winter hunting, trapping, and skinning the animals. In
the spring, merchants from coast cities on

the Atlantic Ocean
sent men and
trading supplies
westward through
the Great Lakes
waterways. Tools,
blankets, silver,
muskets, and
glass beads were
distributed to
traders and taken
to smaller trading
posts.

In the spring,
the traders met
the trappers to

bargain for animal
pelts, sometimes at the trading posts and sometimes
at Native villages. The traders transported the pelts
to large trading centers on the Atlantic Coast, where
huge merchant sailing ships waited to carry the

furs to Europe. In return, the merchants and sailors

in Europe shipped back supplies to continue the
trading process the next spring.

By the 1690s, the French traders had brought so
many furs to France that the prices dropped. Also,
the French had started quarreling with the Native
American tribes in northern Michigan. King Louis XIV
decided to stop the fur trade in Michigan. He closed
all the forts, including those in Mackinac and St.
Joseph, and called the traders back to France.

Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac was a Frenchman
stationed at Mackinac in the 1690s. After he returned
to France, he persuaded King Louis XIV that a
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French military post and colony at the southern part
of the Great Lakes would be the best way to secure,
control and protect French interests in the area. The
King agreed to Cadillac’s idea.

Cadillac picked the location for his venture and
called it Detroit, which is a French word for “the
straits.” A strait is a waterway that connects two
lakes. Cadillac arrived at Detroit on July 24, 1701,
equipped with men and supplies to build a fort and
settlement for the French King.

Detroit was a strategic place for the fur trade
in Michigan. The Detroit River connects the Great
Lakes of Erie and
Huron. Lake Erie

arrived to meet their needs. Barrel makers provided
storage for grain, beverages and gunpowder. Bakers
made bread, cakes and pastries. Carpenters built
houses, buildings and boats. Blacksmiths forged
metal tools and shoed the horses.
Cadillac invited Native Americans to live near
the fort as trading partners. For Native women in
the area, life continued according to tradition. They
contributed to the tribal community by tanning hides,
making clothes, gathering food, raising children
and caring for elders. Some Native women married
French trappers and learned to speak French.
Madame Cadillac was the first Caucasian woman
to live in Detroit. For

connects to Lake _»? -at:é? ‘:j"‘:f:f%f %f.nf:&wﬁ_ﬁ g Caucasian
Ontario, and : “ﬁﬁﬂﬁ@gﬁ?“ Eoar” women, daily
Lake Ontario e T g‘;& ¢ »;’2 life in Detroit
connects VR Mo g = was very

with the Saint different than
Lawrence in Europe or
River. The Saint Canada, where
Lawrence River they shopped

connects to the
Atlantic Ocean.
This 2,000

mile waterway
made it
possible for
the French to
reach the heart of the American continent. Detroit
was a perfect location for a settlement and a fort
because the river was narrow and easy to defend
against invaders. Also, the land was perfect for
planting and farming.

What Was Dalily Life Like at Le Détroit?

For almost fifty years, a bustling trading
community grew on the Detroit River. For the first
time, the land at the river was claimed and “owned.”
French seigneurs, or nobleman, owned the lands;
they also owned animals, fruit trees and important
buildings like the church, the gristmill and the
brewery. French settlers, called habitants, found jobs
working on the seigneur’s property.

As the number of traders, military men, women
and children in the fort grew, skilled tradesmen

at city markets
for many family
needs. Instead,
they carried
water to the
house from the
river, cooked
over a fireplace
and made their own soap, clothes, food and toys. If
children learned to read and write, it was the women
who taught them. There were no schools during this
frontier century. Women coming from Europe and
Canada to the Detroit frontier had to work very hard
and learn many new life sKkills.
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MATERIALS USED

Data Elements

Photo: Beaver Pelt

Chart: Fur Trade

Letters: Fur Trade 1833

Letters: John Askin

lllustration: Royal Exchange

The Hat Maker

Variations on the Beaver Hat
Painting: King Louis XIV and Cadillac

Worksheet

Fur Trade Job Descriptions

Pencils and paper

LEARNING SEQUENCE

1.

Divide the class into seven groups representing
the different steps along the fur trade route and
provide the Fur Trade Job Description sheets and
relevant Data Elements as follows:

e Native American trappers: Photo: Beaver Pelt
and Chart: Fur Trade

e \oyagers: Letters: Fur Trade 1833 and
Letters: John Askin

¢ Todd and McGill Fur Trading Company,
Montreal, Canada: Letters: John Askin

e Royal Exchange — London, England:
lllustration: Royal Exchange

e Hat Maker (Millinery): The Hat Maker and
Variations on the Beaver Hat

e Consumer: The Hat Maker and Variations on
the Beaver Hat

Introduce the lesson by showing Painting: King
Louis X1V and Cadillac and commenting on the
beaver hats people are wearing in the painting.
Tell the class that they will learn the process of
the fur trade from the beaver to the beaver hat.
Ask the students what they think/know about this
process. Allow responses.

Ask the students to follow the directions on their
Fur Trade Job Description sheets and discuss
the process. Then they should prepare a short

skit showing what their job is. They can use the
Data Element document(s) in the skit if they want.
Allow 15-20 minutes in groups while monitoring
their progress.

4. Ask each group to share their skits.

Use the following scenarios to lead a discussion
of how the process of supply and demand might
be interrupted or changed by different factors.
Ask groups how their jobs might be affected.
Lead students in writing and developing stories
to summarize:

e There is a bad trapping season and the
number of beavers trapped is less than
expected.

e Native Americans capture the boat carrying
furs to Montreal.

e Native Americans need different trade goods.
e A better beaver trap is designed.

e A storm at sea sinks the ship with furs that is
bound for London.

e A disease (such as cholera) sweeps through
the Native American villages.

e War breaks out in Europe and/or war breaks
out in America.

e The government imposes taxes on furs or
requires hunting licenses.

Conclude the lesson by asking students how
Detroit was important to the fur trading process.
The major reason for founding Detroit was its
strategic position for transportation of supplies
and furs and as a gathering place for many
different people from the Great Lakes area and
beyond.

Give students an opportunity to look at a large
map and trace the route from Detroit to all of
the Great Lakes and to France. Emphasize

to students that there were few roads and

that the area now known as Michigan was
heavily forested. Rivers were the best mode of
transportation at that time.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Books:

Ackerson, Robert C. LaSalle: A Classic Source
Book. Baltimore, Md: Bookman Pub, 1986.

Askin, John, and Milo Milton Quaife. The John
Askin Papers. [Detroit]: Detroit Library
Commission, 1928.

Morton, Edward Payson. Lake Michigan and the
French Explorers. Chicago: Ainsworth &
company, 1914.

Stapler, Harry, Berenice Bryant Lowe, and Amy
South. Pioneers of Forest and City. Lansing:
Michigan Historical Commission, Bureau of
History, Michigan Dept. of State, 1985.

Stockham, Peter. Little Book of Early American

Brown, Henry D. Cadillac and the Founding of Crafts and Trades. New York: Dover

Detroit: Commemorating the Two Hundred Publications, 1976.
and Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Founding _

of the City of Detroit ... Detroit: Published for Links:

the Detroit Historical Society by Wayne State o
University Press, 1976.

The French Fur Trade, Wisconsin Historical
Society: http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/
turningpoints/tp-007/

Cadillac, Antoine Laumet de Lamothe, Pierre de
Liette, and Milo Milton Quaife. The Western .

New France, The Canadian

Country in the 17th Century: The Memoirs of
Antoine Lamothe Cadillac and Pierre Liette.
New York: Citadel Press, 1962.

Deur, Lynne. Settling in Michigan: And Other True

Pioneer Stories. Spring Lake, Mich: River Road
Publications, 1992.

Deur, Lynne, and Sara Michel. The Making of

Michigan. Spring Lake, Mich: River Road
Publications, 1987.

Hamil, Fred C. When Beaver Was King. Detroit:

Wayne University Press, 1951.

Johnson, Ida Amanda. The Michigan Fur Trade.

Lansing: Michigan Historical Commission,
1919.

Kent, Timothy J. Ft. Pontchartrain at Detroit A

Guide to the Daily Lives of Fur Trade and
Military Personnel, Settlers, and Missionaries
at French Posts. Ossineke, Mich: Silver Fox
Enterprises, 2001.

Knudsen, Anders. Antoine De La Mothe Cadillac:

French Settlements at Detroit and Louisiana.
New York: Crabtree Pub. Co, 2007.

Marsh, Carole. Michigan History: Surprising Secrets

About Our State’s Founding Mothers, Fathers
& Kids! Peachtree City, GA: Gallopade Pub.
Group, 1998.

Encyclopedia: http://www.
thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.
cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=a1ARTA0005701

Virtual Museum of New France, Canadian
Museum of Civilization: http://www.civilization.
ca/virtual-museum-of-new-france

Seigniorial System, The Canadian
Encyclopedia: http://www.
thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.
cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ARTA0007270

Pathfinders and Passageways, The Exploration
of Canada, Library and Archives Canada:
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/206/301/lac-

bac/explorers/www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/

explorers/index-e.html

For more information about the
Detroit Historical Society,
or to schedule a field trip to the
Detroit Historical Museum or
Dossin Great Lakes Museum,

visit detroithistorical.org




FUR TRADE JOB DESCRIPTIONS

Directions for groups:

1. Study your primary sources and discuss
the following questions: Why did the
people you represent want to do this
current job? Were there any downsides to
doing this job?

2. Devise a skit which illustrates your
assigned job.

Native American Trappers:
Native Americans lived

in the Michigan area

prior to and during the
European settlement.
They contributed to the
fur industry by trapping
and skinning the animals,
then trading them with the
: voyagers.

Voyagers: European traders
came to the Detroit area
because of the abundance of
beaver and other animals for
the fur industry. They paid
the Native Americans for their
trapping by trading different
types of goods for fur.

Trader: Successful merchants provided the
Native Americans with firearms, blankets,
and other supplies in the fall, and he was
paid with fur which
the Native
Americans
brought in the
following spring.

Northwest Company,
Montreal: This
company forwarded
furs to London and
other European cities
and advanced to the
traders in Detroit the
goods required for the
Indian trade.

Royal Exchange, London: Furs were sold or
traded with millineries (hat makers) in a large
market.

Milliner (Hat Maker): Uses
long and short hair of a
beaver to make hats. The
hats are then displayed
and sold.

Consumers: People who
bought the products that
were made from fur such as
hats, coats, etc. Most were
French and British.




PHOTO: BEAVER PELT
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Trading Chart

INDIAN GOODS

A Stroud of two yards long
Penniston stockings of 17 yards
Men’s large blankets

Men’s strip'd single

Women'’s Worsted stockings per pair
Women'’s yarn

Childrens yarn

Black Wampum, if good per hundred
White Wampum
Gunpowder per Ib.
4 Bars of lead

12 Flints

One fathom Calico
Cutteau Knives

Small Knives

Brass Kettles per Ib.
Wristbands

Silver Broaches, cache
Large Crosses
Earbobs

TO BE SOLD FOR

4 Beavers or 5 Buckskins

1 Beaver, or one buck and doe

5 Beavers, or 4 Buckskins

2 Beavers or 3 Buckskins

1 good Beaver or a buck and a doe
1 Buckskin

1 Doeskin

1 good Beaver or Buck and Doe

1 Buckskin

1 good Beaver or a Buck and a Doe
1 Beaver, or a Buck and Doe

1 Doeskin, or 3 Raccoons

2 Beavers, or 3 Buckskins

1 Doeskin or 3 Raccoons

1 Raccoon or 2 muskrats

1 pound of Beaver

2 good beavers, or 2 Bucks and a Doe
1 Raccoon

1 Buck, or middling beaver

1 Doe, or small Beaver
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Sault Ste. Marie, July 23th 1833
Dear Sister;

znwmwﬁmmmzmﬁm,mmzwmﬁmmymw
mt/wmwcergft/wMMW;towrv‘tefo)/ouﬁfomiimefoﬂ'ma,Wtomﬁrm;/ougv’thﬁmade?w:t/mtmay
befxélmmWjWWWWWkW/WL{,ﬁVMAﬁW}W:MMewmf{efeg/émkmdownm
wmﬁmﬁon,ﬂpe}/mtowvrkwedkebemﬁcféwmmW%,Mw%mt/w}/m;&mwetkemem
Mwmjomowm%mmmpmwmawtoWe%mmwid;w%khmnw:mtom
Mm}meé/jrm.

MWWWM@MWWWWW8MMWW@%¢W7W£¢ZMW&
Wwwmcetyftaﬂowmday Itkwrynow&mnﬁ,wndwethmtke)/cmmtmdﬂmdepﬂm%w}/
Wﬁmﬁf%%ewmmdmm”wwmwwﬁvmmmﬁtgwm
be?erfovmed,ﬂm&@wuldéemedmamme&nt/w?{aw(fét Mw&{drmmmmedﬁw
M&tt}rmfﬁmtome@t/wm}%jm%emmaommmé/fmmme@thﬂmtfwto[o]wmmvtmof&t
AU article whatever, must not exceed egh/t/mmd/gm the_qowéy ave covered with tzrw—yfweﬂﬂﬂ, and each 7"
W/Wew@/uwsmrtated. WKW,MWWWWWWWMMMMQ
with thedr portage collars. The boats arve loaded and 1"%&9/ to start; a very [a/ﬁe concourse ﬁfpevple ave present to
bidfamweﬁtotheérﬁfﬁew. MWW%‘MWWWWWW%WoMQM
5&@%%1}%%Vazsﬁftfwm;mdmwcmrﬂomtowwrthemdémbmtm@,th’mw&thﬁw
oars. Al combines to make the scene, around us, mt/mfo“fa Wm/wélxw,tﬁw:wmywmm%wdaétfw
WW,%M:jMWMWWWMWMWW. Each boat carvies in propovtion to
%'ze,wme;ixlytoweredeeﬁdexadt/waﬁﬁaﬁezfﬁwﬁWs cleviks, and men. Our nex® cave was,
toafpmmﬁvthxz Wmmﬁmr%pe&m%mtke)/jmwmmﬁwtoﬂx oarsmen, beside
the;tmmm;akomemhtomtotfwgovd/rmmm;mtomthatthemx}ka/eVead}/]%;fa,
fmmﬁiewz)nd.

775Lemuejwa@wymiﬁommzwvfwwmmmwueW)/mxo'omtomwt;ﬁv
WWWWMWW%XW;MWW#M Wemtoﬁwm}yhowrmnw&thmequwﬁmgf
ﬂowmndwktopmt/whkew&th;aﬁthougﬁthethetfwﬂdhwmof@edmmMw{taﬂow. Yhe)/pmfc/m&e
katt/wmdﬂmMmmkaedﬁﬁyWMrzfﬂowaMWﬁw#ﬁWk;ﬁvﬂMﬂwymto
WWWW;MMWWW@WWWﬂWWrWWW

August Tst 1833 the word was given to embark, befmfe Wm;mt/wwnﬂepa//edt/wévaﬁ with great
eagevnména]‘ewmmfmwwwfﬂwfm:wuldéem. But in their place, the boats presented a
crowded:cem;the}/melomo{toﬂwymwmfwéthﬂwmybwaﬁe,Mwﬁéchkwmedw&tho{ddoﬁm
mwﬂw@aﬂﬂwlombaﬁgaﬂekwwwhuﬁwckghwﬂﬁm. The boats ave loaded deep, and so much

Lijh/tbaggaﬁe /m/@ on t/wtop,jm:them the appearance zyfbw@ top /wm/)/. 'Zke)/a/e nofomafmfowtwfwnten
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Mummwwejefmothela/ce,the}/w%lbe Webwmmmdb/thewﬁmmdemzyftfwwﬁ%
which will cause out boats to vise owfﬁfthxz wnterﬁwwﬁoemmfwe. n consequence zft/m, boaits are
ﬁWalé/[oadedW/deep,WWW#M%!M&WWWWWMWWWWW
MfmeW%KWWWM,WWWkWWWM.

Yheweadkadewcmperfec%/cam,Mmcmjmtbaﬁmwmtfwredw:ofaﬁammday
The boats ave on their way, and the oarsmen ave beginning to stvike the veqular stroke. Our brigade is composed
irf]%wbmtmﬂdmWjecmwgmoft/wﬁvmkdefﬁmd#adﬁﬁvmmﬁmofwwW/ﬂmm Once
#WWMMAWWFMWWWMWWmWWWWW There
kwmcf—hd@plea/rmmzmwwMt/meopmbvatgmdm%beaﬂt@m[%owdo;tfwveﬁmr;flamof
t/woa/gmthemnhweudjoﬂwdmwmﬁmmd%uw& A;wea/edowéit}ffzﬁthel’oﬂvtgf?m,
t/wméwytfovthmwz)t;jlmy, to run its course. AndlewdthatW;deemwM&é/Wmm
mbeowmb/clom. IW&MWﬁWMWIMWM&ﬁWWWmMWm#WWM;
disappeared. “When shall I see kaﬁm.?’lthought

White Fish Point LS, August 4th 1833

My Dear Sister,
M/WWWW%WMWW;7’WWmgft/wfm/béf,ﬂmcﬁwmthmmmw. But

WW;WWM@ZWW,WWWWWMWW%WW: Andthf}/now/wwmﬁ

m&uedwtwﬁatt/w}/mdaﬂpe;a/emwraﬂqmﬂwﬁomgmmwk&ﬂﬁmw. Mwaﬁedt}ﬂ—wmeof

apv’peorrefw’ﬂaukﬂmtfwetoﬁwrmmdthe)/;e{d&m:topw%/m%ato{k%wme.

ﬂwwmt/mfwmﬂema%WWWWWM@WWWWWWW%WW;W
t/wwaterppa/wmthebreqhtmfgft/wm,mwmhwdwwwufﬁfomtfwwﬁmM{abr
tothebeamﬁyﬁft/w?rmpe& WemeMrMquMWWﬁ&cM,WWWM@/

WMWWMMWW%W@‘WW,WMWMﬁWWW@ Wdé/dm‘hwéed
é/WWﬁf%oMQWWWWWWthatwecouldmtoacomdemﬁiedepth. To desturb the

w’lencet/wW%WWMWWWWSWMovdertomeaédﬂewﬂeiy,tfwﬂwtefmm
were put in use. Andtomethe)/mmdedmmrmthe)/wwméefwe.

Wewwmedmowmw;e,mmwedatwweFMPoéwtué&ﬂiebefovem;ef;t/u}rktheﬂopw
entvance tnito the lake.

f/wtgmﬁevwlemnﬁ,me@mtomadﬁ«mmﬂwmm&edfmmm
mnmpem%cedakwywmdﬁfmtkelake,MWMWvM&WymMWﬂm@W
on shove on a sand beach, no%ayrea/tdl}{l—wmﬁfom owtla&tn{g/vtr[w’c]mwwm wawmmk{qk,that
m/mdtormowbvat:ptemﬁrptontkesm;mmhadtop{acet/weewﬁvwm%att/wbvwg wothlonﬁ
potes, to keep the boats steady, with the bows out towards the lake. While the other men had to unload all that
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WMM;MWﬁVWWWM@W@ﬁoWoWWMmmﬁ;&de,mdﬁfe%entémmw

would come, and wash up to their heads. W&thwdg’ﬁcwéngemceeded&nﬁefﬁnﬁaﬂmmmw
Wemtodraﬁmﬁwhugﬁvmm@wemamaﬂm%m&mtowﬁichweﬁoffhebow&npwﬁ:&
safety. The sand beach extended about sixty feet back, from which a higher bank extended cover with trees, and
WemetmfﬂtM,WMwedﬂmﬁwwM. ﬂwéaﬁﬁagewwtoéermwd,mﬁwém
mwﬁdahweﬁr%lwnded,mmwmmm@wwedé/thewﬂlﬂpwﬁwye. WeMer&WfWeWWO
WWWWWM%W&WW;%%W%W,MWWkatolovkéMkWexwt
all to overcome them, and then to look back, with pleasure on the obstacles that have been surmounted.

th}leimwﬂnﬁtoda}/m#owbmﬂwalea/gmwe?wt&ntoamadwmtovkaﬂmﬁmmtfw
bvat,mhadz)thmedom‘;ﬂotaWW#W@#MW&W,mmweWMWW@M.

Weat/wvmwdeat,WWM‘MMWMMM:]@M,MMWWMW,WW
mneoftkebmt;tobemwmmdmW,MW%W&M&@%%WW%WW& Ala/je
wmw&ewf’peaplewea/mwﬂedmtﬁemm towo'meﬁowlamd&nﬁ. IMME@MMMWWWg
rwotedﬁwna[a/ﬁeéwé/wfmdémw&thﬁma/mWWWWk%r&MﬁVWﬂ%gW
;omgfthewddtmdewfrwdtomadet/wmﬂmx MWWtoWwﬁeWsto refu/mt/wmthwwu%d}/
mW[gmthmtoéamﬁrexpWﬂwwmmmfwn

We had the boats unloaded, and all the good[s] carefully covered, and when all our tents were pitched,
they presented quite an encampment; We heve found the clerk, we had sent forward.

fom[ndmmtddwthatmmwszfﬁwmmlmwhmmd,mthattheywewwﬁnﬁtfw
Wp'mlofaﬂthefmdem Wewomdmm,mmmmhgawfflow[amwwedw&thbmd,m
WMMW@ZWIMWW@WWWWHWWnaﬁomlFZaﬁwm]@/Mﬁmmyca/wewm'ch
W%WIWMWW,MWM&M@%M&MM& AMWW&M}/MMWWHM%
ﬂfﬁerelhadt/wtm;ﬂtched,m&&ne,amdm%emer#&tlhadtfwﬂaﬁ%aﬁ Wewevem}w'tedb)/thefmdeﬂ
to enquire for the news. And;ovnafferthemnff’tfwwﬁafewﬁua{, with their chiefs, and their [sic] was also
ten Indians (Pillagers) from Leech Lake.



LETTERS: JOHN ASKIN

FURS TO BE FORWARDED TO FORT ERIE
Dear Askin

I leave in your care 64 packs Markd T M No 1 to 64, which I vequest you will send to Fort Evie as soon as possible
either in the Kings Vessels or any other sending with thim an Acct to Mr Wattan 73 and Mr Hamilton. There is also
17W:MMVHM74M7‘&%WWWLMVDuﬂam%ymmmk%gewmm,lwwh}m
wvu(da/rthe}/meﬁrm. Zt/ulnkb)/joé@tothemowthcfﬂwmrwitkCmt/t7£nﬁlamd)/oum«'ﬁhtjeﬂwmtoleme
an ovder ov ar least a regmtw&tht/wéoww@rt%w«efoﬁue}mt/wﬁwtKM Veﬁe{tfmtreﬁwm'ﬁmm Ft Erie to take
W:t%&rmuwmcfﬁmy/wmi@ym,mmthkmwmwymm@hth Veaoi/vfo;mt/wpaderdown.
L am Yours Sincerely
Isaac Todd
Jotw Askin Esqr
Endovsed: Isaac Todd to Jno Askin Detroit 1796 Col. Englands departure

GOODS ORDERED FOR INDIAN TRADE
Mmomm{m/uﬁrr/l/lr. Wm Robertson

Under cover hevewith is an Order for Goods to be imported from England. They will amount to about L1000
fferﬁlhwe?ﬂcedmc/tmﬁdemwtowﬁattfw}/hﬁmmm&tfwt/w?rkefmaydm@eﬁwdﬁrmw#m
make will be inconsidevabte. Wchefcny/Wwétht/wwmemayWMtoLMOOHaﬁcmfaép'tz‘le
more. WW%MW:W:&WWMWMWWW@WWMWWWWMLZOOOHaﬁu}mﬂ
zwwﬁvmyw&ﬁymxmdomﬁdﬁwwmfywmfowwwammm.

Mr. Iaac T%WW@:M:&MMVMCGM&Wmmm]ﬂmetodohﬁlebmmmwM/ppwcowmfv)/
)/e%ﬁ'cl/mdamﬂow{ert/w)/wwewwwexmeﬂttowwme. waMjMWjVMWWeMIW
M@We&Iéeﬁew;muwMMrwwMWWWIMmMGWMWWMerMMM
wMWWWWﬁrM,M%ZWMMWWWM%@WZWWVW@MWW
proposition. mfweg/w&tﬁtﬁwpmpwg/&fo[whmmhmwwmwwmwdkmﬁed,&
I not owing any person but them L7000H496< tomckt/wgmﬂ:aftﬁk;wwadduomwe,zmﬁbepmc/m{
th&:m)zwayfwoﬁwtomuooo Hafx & for present I do not intend to extend my trade to a greater sum. 1
WW&WWMwp'tkMr.AndemonMFWfMWﬁVWfVW@‘MWﬁWW%}W:&W&tkW
mw&veﬂt&rmywe&Wrmftedm’f[eﬁt/mL7500NYCW7WMW&WWWMW¢LM&:W
& at Malden & heve with WWe g‘ﬁf%hﬁm Wfad gfjwwgﬁfﬁm L3500 to L 400 York)/wé/. However should
)/ouﬁmiMr’fTodd&Mcqéﬂm%o{eférwtowWWWMLtwmldbeW}/rmﬁmmetowﬂep't. The next person
zwmldw»yﬁp'tmoﬁfmdfokomuMFwWW&Co.mzhamammmthdwmﬁvwm &ﬂw&tm/%h/t
answer. However I think I heard Me. qrejor/m}/t/peywwortedﬁvtwawm Inthatca&e,wa/cec/wiceofmm
)/oupzﬁea/;e,éwf[eff/wagreemﬁéethafm?azmﬁrﬂetobemdebeﬁrretheywaﬂwtfwyowﬁmmimpoﬁedmdtﬁe}/
y/mdd@éwnzrwmmvw&tht%wfa&tme%. g‘}m%wwldﬁndaMwﬁMjeﬁiﬂﬁwmfoexmewywm%
me W&Mopﬁwwmrﬂﬂwatrmjwnﬁ%rtomwmﬁan?T&Mcqﬁrrlwvwldm%wk/htoﬂwe)/mtfw
troubte to halk it about.

I am Dear siv Yours
Jotm Askin
Endorsed: Detroit Septr 20h 1796 Memovandum ﬁfom Jotm Asken to Mr Wm Robertson



ILLUSTRATION: ROYAL EXCHANGE
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London, England

This market includes hundreds of booths of wholesalers selling a variety
of goods, including furs. The wholesalers and buyers are from place all

around the world. What do you suppose each of the people outside are
doing?

Courtesy of Harry Duckworth at University of Manitoba, Canada



THE HAT MAKER

The Hat Maker

The Skin of the beaver is covered with
two kinds of hair. One is long, stiff and
glossy and the other is short, think and
soft. The short hair is used for making
hats. The short hair is scraped off the
hide with a knife. When the hair is all
off the skin, they mix it up and shape

it into an oval. The oval shapes of
matted down beaver hair are brought
to a bason (a bench with an iron plate
with a little fire underneath). The oval
shapes are then put over a mould and
formed into rough looking hat. The hat
is then dipped into water and worked
for several hours until it is proportioned
correctly. The hat is then ready to be
given its final shape which is done by
laying the conical shaped cap on a
wooden block and tying it down with a
piece of thread. The rim is now singed
and the extra is cut off to form a nice
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edge. When the shape is finished, the hat needs to be dyed. Lastly, the
hat is combed down and given a nice shine and steaming from an iron.

Courtesy of Dover Publications, Inc. - Early American Crafts and Trades by Peter Stockham



VARIATIONS ON THE BEAVER HAT

Variations
Of th (4 The continental
ocked hat
Beaver Hat  1776)

The Paris beau The D’orsay
(1812) (1815) (1820)

The regent
(1825)
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