CHAPTER 7
WOODSTOCK

1942 - 1945

In 1942, All Metal Products had to severely
limit its toy production to join the war effort. Due
to the rationing of raw materials, the company’s
toy line was largely all-wood, pressed paper, and
die-cut cardboard construction.

The Winds of War

During World War II, from 1942 to 1945, the
government’s War Production Board placed severe
restrictions on the use of steel and other "essential"
aw materials for the manufacture of consumer
§00ds. All Metal Products ceased its metal toy
Operations and devoted two-thirds of its facilities
d work force to the manufacture of Garand M-1
lle clips and flare guns. According to the Breth-
 docount, "The quality of the work was so out-
s""“dmz that the Company received a citation frgm
oll;e War Department.” For the duration, one-third
PrAll Metal Products Company became "All Wood

Company." The Brethen account says,

235

"the Company attempted to produce wooden toys,
which were manufactured in the East and assem-

bled in Wyandotte." Here, again, is a reference to
either out-sourced or subsidiary operations. Most
likely, the manufacture of wooden and pressed

paper parts was out-sourced. Then they were
assembled at the plant in Wyandotte.

In his letter to stockholders for the annual
report, C. Lee Edwards said that although govern-
ment regulations prohibited the company from
manufacturing steel toys after June 30, 1942, the
firm had its "largest gross sales for the year in the
history of the Company.” A lag effect explains the
company’s success that year. Even though prodyc.
tion of metal toys ceased at mid-year, sales of the
inventories of completed toys, not only in the
hands of the company but also in the hands of
distributors, wholesalers, and retailers, continueg
through the remainder of the year.



Though scarcity gradually set in, there were still
metal Wyandotte Toys available, at higher prices,
during the 1942 Christmas buying season.

Net sales for 1942 amounted to $2,523,952, and
the net pI'Oﬁt after taxes was 31(”,566, or 41 cents
per share By then, about 260,000 shares had been
issued. A dividend of 25 cents per share was paid
(nat year. Total assets were $1,107,037, and the
net worth of the company was $901,758. Edwards

added,

The orders on the new items far exceed
our anticipation and it is difficult to deter-
mine at this time, whether or not we will be
able to secure material or personnel to meet
the demand. We have a nice large volume
prime contract on war work which is now
up to production schedule. Because of the
nature of our equipment we are quite limit-
ed as to the kind and type of war work that
we could produce profitably.

It is difficult at this time to determine
profit outlook for this year [1943] because
of labor, material difficulties and Govern-
ment regulations.

For the remainder of the War, 1943 to 1945,
the company’s net sales were $1,334,952, $757,171,
and $1,628,909, respectively. Net profits after taxes
in those three years were $18,149 (7 cents per
share), $25,638 (10 cents per share), and $181,334
(70 cents per share). Dividends per share from
1943 to 1945 were 10, 10, and 20 cents, respective-
ly. The net worth of the company increased from
$902,061 in 1943 to $1,030,823 in 1945.

Metal Toys in Suspension

Prior to 1942, the company had run a familiar
advertisement in Playthings magazine. In the
center was the usual slogan, "Wyandotte Toys are
Good and Safe,” and in the upper left hand corner
was a list of the company’s Various lines of toys:
mechanical toys, steel toys, lithographed tOY®, PoP
guns, pistols and holster sets, target pistols and
games, and musical tops. In August, 1942, howev-
e, the advertisement took on 2 different
appearance.

The following list is largely take
sources and includes some steel t0¥S
been produced during the war:

n from other
said to have

N WL
TOY GUNS

PISTOL AND HOLSTER SETS
CLICKER PISTOL AND HOLSTER SET 1943 -

1945
Wooden clicker pistol, with holster. Your
authc?rs have seen one such pistol but were
told it was not a Wyandotte.
CANNONS

ARTILLERY CANNON 1942

i . AR
8" long. Black wooden wheels. All w
construction. May not be a Wyandotte Toy,
but it may have been pulled by one of the
Army vehicles listed on pp. 240-241.

On the next two pages is a Firestone ad, signifi-
cant because it celebrated the first Christmas after
the end of the War. Note, however, that the toys
are still wood construction.



A

9 1/2" square. Lithographed steel picturing
four planes shot down on a blue back-
ground. Center window pops down o
reveal score. Dart gun included. See pic-
ture in Color Plate Section, p. 195.

BADGES

WYANDOTTE BADGE c. WWII
A reliable source who prefers to remain
anonymous told the Professor that All
Metal Products manufactured and distrib-

uted 2 WYANDOTTE BADGE during the
War.

AIRPLANES

AIRLINER c. WWII

T\.vo cngipes. Triple blade propellers. Low

wing. Single tail rudder. This entry is

(tlakellil from another listing and may be

Uplicated herein with a i

s more detailed
WOODEN DEFENSE BOMBER

WOODETTE HELICOPTER c. 194

10 1/2" wing span. Your

two versions of this plane, “Sleheor; kngy, of
235. Both have pressed pape “S:lh o
Professor owns the ome wi 2 T,
Bomber" decals, and the Poe; M'D“%
with "U.S. Army" and flaps pajper 1< e
wings. Both planes have g gipy, % te
with twin blade propeller, g

10" pull toy. Said to be a Wyandmf:'%
with a Woodette label. Transparep, plascy
nose cone. Rotor turns whep heﬁcoptert!c
pulled. One version had Woodep mmls
blades attached with doweling ang wogg,
struts (see Firestone ad on p. 23g) anoth;
had 3 1/4" aluminum rotor blades inserteq
in plastic hub (likely post-war), Cxtending
out 3 1/2" from rotor post. This later ye,
sion also had aluminum struts and 5 figure

inside the nose cone.
TOY TRUCKS

DUMP TRUCKS

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT DUMP 1942

13 1/4" long. "Highway Dept. Dump.'
Black wooden wheels. All wood construc-
tion.

FIRE TRUCKS

RIDING FIRE TRUCK 1945

This entry appears on p. 238 in the Fire-
stone ad for Christmas, 1945. It is a riding
fire truck of all wood construction. This
fire truck may not be a Wyandotte Toy &
all, but your authors included it among thé
entries after seeing it and pondering
question, "If you had already designed ad
manufactured a pressed-metal Chevy-Style
fire truck and then you were told you could
no longer use steel to manufacture yoU
toys, what would a wooden version of yoU'
fire truck look like?"

ARMY VEHICLES

et JEEP 194 Al 9

9" long. Black wooden wheels. "
construction. with the word, "Jeep-

poxed
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11" X 14" set includes anti-
aircraft gun, trailer, wheels,
and four soldiers. Box reads
"Anti Aircraft Gun Set" and
pictures the cutouts. Ad copy
in the Billy and Ruth catalog
reads:

Colorful Army Cutout Sets--
Made by Wyandotte. Made of
cardboard, die-cut, ready

to assemble. Each set in
attractive box. . . $2.10/

doz.

11" X 14" set. Box reads, "American Com-
mandos," and depicts a beach head landing,
Billy and Ruth catalog copy reads:

American Commandos Set. Made of
cardboard. Makes twenty-six toys
including Landing Barge, Soldiers,
Sailors, Tank Landing Barge, Army
Tank, Anti-Tank Gun, Motorcycle
and Rider, Transport Plane, Pilot
and Parachute, Troops. Die-cut--
ready to assemble. Each set packed
in box . . . Per dozen sets . . . $2.00.

TOY SOLDIER ACTION SET 1943 $.25

11" X 14" set. Box reads,"B ' Own
» Build Your
Naval Patro] Set," "Includes 24 Inch De-

Stroyer, Submarine, PT T, OO s
Toy.,m,l;;Ba:ge»" and "Anothel;pe\g;anggig 11" X 14" set. Box depicts five soldiers ?
* _'he side of the pox " machine , It e
dote Tos Are Good ang Sapee B0 “Another "Wyandotte Toy! Toy S0
According ziﬁe?;bmﬁ‘;‘::d PT boar, ‘ég:;(;:;etSetF,' and "60 Sol;:‘)ers, f;‘;:g
se i catal ¢ Formations." Box co:
Included sajlors, g, per c::,gz’et:e Identical sheets, each with twelve soldiers

different poses. It is said to bave
Included a two-piece heavy machit®
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ANNUAL REPORT

of

ALL METAL PRODUCTS COMPANY
WYANDOTTE, MICHIGAN

April 2, 1943.
TO THE STOCKHOLDERS:

We submit herewith, the financial statement as of December 31st, 1942 and
profit and loss statement for the year 1942. The profit before taxes was the best we
have enjoyed for several ycars but the increased taxes reduces slightly the net amount
to the Stockholders.

Although Government regulations prohibited us from manufacturing steel
toys after June 30, 1942, we had the largest gross sales for the year in the history of
the Company. About two-thirds of our plant is working on, or is leased for war
work; the other one-third has been converted to the manufacture of wood and

paper toys.

The orders on the new items far exceed our anticipation and it is difficult to
determine at this time, whether or not we will be able to secure material or personnel
to meet the demand. We have a nice lgrgc volume prime contract on war work which
is now up to production schedule. Because of the nature of our equipment we are
quite limited as to the kind and type of war work that we could produce profitably.

It is difficult at this time to determine profit outlook for this year because of
labor, material difficulties and Government regulations.

Respectfully yours,

C. L. EDWARDS,
President.
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“WYANDOTTE TOYS”

are Good and Safe

The mejority of our factories are devoted to war work. This, of course, has to come
first and it has always been given first consideration by All Metal Products Company.
We have been working on a line of substitute Wyandotte Toys which will in no way
interfere with the war program. This new line of Wyandotte Toys is now on dis.
play at our New York office where you can receive full defailed information,

ALL METAL PRODUCTS COMPANY
WYANDOTTE, MICHIGAN

Permanent Display, Suite 426-428, 200 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. N
Phone GRamarcy "3_-1379

M i —— j
When writing to All Metal Products Comy will b {
8, 190—pLA HINGE pany ¥ou plesss mention PLAVIHINGS?
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Substitute

WYANDOTTE TOYS

Made &sﬁuly of Rom@rﬁkol Mmrtds

HOLSTER SETS
. GUNS
AIRPLANES
ARMORED TRUCKS
DIE-CUT BOXED SETS

; ®
ALL MEYAL PRODUCTS <O,
New York Office:

WYANDOTTE, MICH,

Sulte 424420200 Fitth Ave. Phonet GRamercy 5-187¢

PLAYTHINCS Has Moved -
PLAYTHINGS is now located in its new quarters at 71 W
23rd Street, New York: and our new telephone Bum
is GRamercy 5-3656. It is respectfully requested. that
tation of this change in address and telephone number
made so as to avoid any delays in answering correspo,
ence and requests for information.

Prayraines’ new offices are on the 6th floor, ro
604, of the Masonic Building, on the comner of 6th A
and 23rd St., and an invitation is extended to pay a w

 to the staff whenever you are in the vicinity,

War Damage Insurance

| WAR DAMAGE INSURANCE o protect you against financi

ruin in the event of enemy attack has been made availgh

'to you, at a reasonable cost, by the War Damage Corpor

tion, an agency of the United States Government, Ord
nary business prudence would seem to demand thst yo
give careful consideration to this type of emergency prc
tection in order to determine whether or not you ca
afford to gamble with your own financial solvency b
being without it.

On December 13, 1941, following this c&uﬁtrys dec
larations of war, the Federal Government, through th
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, announced the estab
lishment of a one hundred million dollar war damage fung
to meet the immediate demands for this kind of protectior
which arose throtghout the United States and possessions
following Pearl Harbor. Subsequently, this fund was in.
creased to one billion dollars, the sele purpose being. to
provide temporary war damage protection for everyone,
pending the time that a permanent system of war damage
nsurance could be put into operation. 4

Fire insurance policies never have included protection
against loss caused by invasion or military power and it
was rather generally felt that it would be unsound for
private insurance carriers to undertake to furnish protec-
tion ag:u'mt these war-time perils. The reserves of pri-
vate insurance carrit'm havc heen budt up over a gmt
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